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Ans pleaſant Hiſtory 
Of the Life and Death of 
10 Vill Summers. 


| And how hee came firſt to be 


| | Eknovwne at the Court, and how he 


| came up to London, and by 
1 what meanes hee got to be 
i 4 King Henry the eights 


J leſter. 
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With the entertainment that 


hiscozen Patch, Cardinall PWolſey's 


| | foole, gave him at his Lords houje, 
I! and how the hogs- heads of gold 
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YL | were known by this meanes, | 
; | and were ſeized on at his > 
* ſeller in old Frſh-(ireet, 4 
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The Life of 
Will Summers. 


Doe P2overb tells us, 
&&, Stultorum plena ſunt 
= 297114 ; All places are 
Nullof fooles. There 
is Solomons Fwle, He | 
that deſpiſerh wiſedome and know - as 
_—_— 1 is St. Oregories foole, 
o is buſie in other mens matters, 
b cateleſſe and negligent of his 
owne : there is Democritus his 
foole, Who onely doateth upon 
things abſent, and what is pre ſent, de- 
Giſh though much more com- * 
modi ous and beneficiall than things 
paſt. Socrates hath his rich foole, W 
"A" hee calleth A golden ſlave: 1 
A 3 Ciceros (/ 


I 
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* + . fople, who beareth himſelfe arro- 
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Cicero's fgole , who can neithef en 
dure things preſent, nor prevent wha 


is to come: There is Dioniſius hi 


gantly to the humble, and ſubmi 
ſively co the proud: There is Pa 
chimerus hts fosle, who in ſeriou 
things ſports, and in trifles and toye 
is fzrious. Ariſtotles fools, who 
bach not fence to diſtinguiſh good 
from bad. There is Crates his 
foole, who in proſperity is drunke, 
in adverſity mad. There is Senc- 
ca's foole, who alwayes is but begin- 
ning to live, and feeds his fancies with 
new hopes even in the extremity o 
his age. There is Procopius bis 
foo!e , that conſidereth not in the be- 
ginning vrhat the end may be, but 
repenteth himſelfe in the middeſt, $ 
ſo ol the reit. / 

Now as there are divers ſo2fs 
of kooles, ſo there are ſundzy kinds 
of folly ; as dulnefſe, blockichnes, 


ſtupiditp, follp, fatuity, ec. That 
which we callStultitia, oz fooliſh- 
neſle, 


„ * 
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of Will Summers. 
f en; nelle, impo2ts an obfuſeneſſe. 93 
whag dulneſſe of the ſpirituall ſentes: 
hig that which we call Fatuity, oz J- 
deotiſme , fmplyes a p2tbatfon of 
all: the reſt wee admit as inter⸗ 
mediates, and participating of 
both; there is alſo a ſenceleſſe and 
bꝛaine⸗ſick ſtu pidity, that hath al- 
liance to the reſt, of which J will 
give you ſome few hiſtozicall in- 
ſtances. 
| The Thracians Were generally 
held to be fo blockiſh, that they 
coald not tell fo five; and being 
upon a time refractozy to theirGes 
nerall, aid refuſing to be guided 
and governed by him, bee cauſed 
an infinite company of i adders fo 
be made,at which they wond2ing, 
demanded the cauſe thereof , who 
told them againe, that ſince ther 
were rebellious to his command, 
hepurpoſed to ſet one of thoſe Lad 
ders onthe top ot another, and fa. 
ſten them end to end, by which he 
purpoſed to climbe up to Heaven, 
" -| 50> and 
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and complaine to Juno of their lats 
diſobedience, with which anſwer 
being terrified, they whollyſnh: 
mitted theniſelves , ans never al⸗ 
ter dared to mut ine againſt him. 
The Arcadians were alſo of ſuch 
ſcupidity that as Eraſmus in his 
Pꝛo verbs repozts, they refuſed 
to entertaine any Puſick ( how 
ſw-etſoever into their Citties; 
in which they alſo interdiced the 
p3ofeſſion ot all Liverall arts and 
St iences. As ablurd things wee 
read of the Lesbians: The Atlieni- 
ans af the firſt erecting of their Ci⸗ 
ty, the Abderitæ, and others. 
Xerxes alſo, King of the Perſi- 
ans,becauſe he was defeated by the 
Greekes in a great Sea⸗battaile, 
cauſed the relle ſpont to be beaten 
with many ſtripes: he ſent allo an 
Epiſtle to the Pountaine Athos, 
which litteth up his head into the 
clouds, to this purpoſe : Doe not 
thou oh mighty Hi yeele me, to- 
wards my vaſt buildings, ſtones too 


great 
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reat and intractable, leſt in my fu» 
y I cauſed thee to be digged downe, 
recipitate thee into the Ocean. 
The like imputation of madneſſe, 
02 folly, hath beene put upon the 
two warlike nations sf the Greeks 
and the Trojans, to ſpend the lives 
of ſo manp bzave Kings, P2inces, 
Commanders, and * 
one in detaining the other zd 


* 


laſctvfous and — oo oft, 
tute. 

Folly is the povertyof the mind, 
and amongſt fooles, hee is held to 
be the greateſt foole , that know⸗ 
eth little, and would ſeems te 
under ſtand much. A faire and a 
beautifull: perfon, ſaith Diogenes, 


| that is defecfve in hisſences, is 
like a gozgeous houſe inhabited 


with a bad Tenant. The foole 
wanteth much, and were he poſ- 
ſeſt ot all things, pet did hee not 
know hotv to ufe any of them; fog 
the moze rich a foole is, ths moze 
fooliſh he ts. A fimple 0; 7 
rant 
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rant perſon map be knowne- by 
thꝛee things; he cannot rule him: 
ſelfe. beranſe he lacketh reaſon; he 
tannot reſiſt his paſſions , becauſe 
he wanteth wit; neither can hee 
aan that which he would doe, be⸗ 
cauſe he is in bondage to folly ; fo 
where there is no capacity oz ap- 
pꝛehenſion, all perſ waſton oz in» 
LY ſtructton is in vatne. It is better 
tabe nnbozne , than unkno wing; 
foz want of under ſtanding fs the 
roote of all misfo2tune ; neither is 
tano2ance ever truely knowne to 
be ignozance, till it be matched 
with knowledge. Ynicum eſt bo- 


num ſcientia, & malum unicnm., 
eſt ignorantia : that is, The 
onely good is knowledge, and the 
onely evill is ignorance. In 
adverſity it is a bleſsing, in 
pꝛoſperity a ſcozne ; it hath the 
boldeſt face, and cowardlicft ex- 
preſsion, and is no bet ter than 
the meere franz y of the minde: but 


as veſlels are knowne by their 
5 ſound 
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by | formd whether they be whole oꝛ 
'm: | b:oken,ſo men are found by their 
be | ſpeech and hehaviour , whether 
they be wiſe oz fooliſh : and as 
ce | the wiſe dome of wiſe men conti⸗ 
Je | nuaily augmenteth; ſo the ſtupt- 
dity of the fooliſh evermo2e tn- 
treaſeth. Some be fooleg by na⸗ 
ture, ſuch as we call meere Natu⸗ 
ralls, oz Jdeots : others be cun⸗ 
ning and crafty fooles, who when 
they cannot thꝛive by their wiſe- 
— to live by their folly ; 
and ſuch an one, it map be imagi⸗ 
ned, was this Will Summers, of 
whom is our pꝛeſent Argument: 
foz as ſome things pꝛoceeding 
from him lavoured of a meere 
bzainleſſe ffupidity ; fo other 
things againe expꝛeſled in him a 
wary acute and ingenious capa- 
city; ſo that hee might be imagt-s 
ned to be a mixture of two met» 
tals, oꝛ a compound of foole and 
Knave,in which word J no wap 
ta xe his hone ſty. but * 
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in it his crafty fimplicity. 
I Gallnot neede to ſtand long 
to diſcourſe upon his birth bꝛæ⸗ 
ding, and parents : onely J will 
deliver unto yon ſome pleaſanf 
paſſages of hisin the Countrey, 
befoze he came to bee a Courtier: 
onely he was of a low ſtature, of a 
pleaſanf countenance, and of a 
nimble body and geffure, and had 
a good mother⸗wit in him, as the 
ſto zy hereafter will ſhew. 
Will Summers palsing by chance 
where hee heard a pooze Pillar 
begging ay almes of a Baker, and 
defired to give him fomefhing fog 
the allfance that was bet wirt 
their two trades: Summers asked 
the Pillar, how manp farmers 
had beene cuſfomers fo his mill, 
who an{wered him, ſeaven oz 
eight, and that he onely ground all 


their cozne : to whom he replyed 
againe: Baker it is pitty to give 
this feltow any thing: foꝛ A finde 
by vim hee is moze foole than 

knave 
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knave; fo2 if there had beent any 
dit inhim at all, he would have 
undone all theſe Farmers befozs 
himſelfe would haves beene fozc't 
thus to goe a begging. 
When bis mother went fo bu⸗ 
|riall , he following the Hearſe, 
ftretcht ont his voyce, and ſung 
as loud as he was able, foz which 
bis father repzoving him he made 
anſwer and ſafd, Father pou are 
the greateſt foole of the two. ; fog 
the Pzief and Clerke will not 
ling foz her, unleſſe you hire them 1 
with monp , and pou ſee J am [ 
content to doe if of free-coft. ; 
Comming with a friend oz f 
tompanion ofhts into a victualing- 
houſe, they call d foꝛ egges, which 
when they had eaten, and ſatisfi- 1 
| ed the Hoſfeſſe, Will Summers 
made haſte fobee gone, and his 1 
partner could not make him ſtay 
anp longer by any meanes: but be⸗ 
ing tome diſtance krom the houſe, 
"| his friend asked him what was 


the 
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the reaſon he made ſach ſpeed 
thence:marry,ſatth he becanſe mp 
ÞoſteCe ſhould not call mes to 


queftton fo2 an aiter reckoning; 
foz in one of mine gages there 
was a whols Chicken, and 3 1 * 
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tit off af one monthfull, and never 
paid fo2 it. 
In their wap home it hapned, 
0] Will Summers, having his bundle 
at his backe, and ſtraining bim⸗ 
ſelfse with taking too large a 
ſeride, let fly a great ſcape from 
behinde , which the other bearing, 
ſapd unto him, now out upon 
thee foz a beaſtly foole , what 
haſt thou done ⸗ who anſwered 
him againe, thou muſt needes 
extuſe me; and further J can 
j aſure fhee, if my Tatfls could 
have bozrowed thy fongue fo 
have madenſe of, if would have 
beene talking long agoe. 
Upon a time being walking in 
the middle of Summer, and the 
Sun ſhining very hot upon dim, 
inſomuch that he ſwet againe loo⸗ 
king up to tze Clements, he ſayd, 
now ff thou bee'ft a God, During 
take in thy beames, and kerpe 
them in till next winter, and if 
pou will affazd me tyem then : = 
a 
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wall be much beholding unto thee, |! 
Another time Will Summers and Id 


bis Hozle having croftariver ina | 


Mn 
Aa il 


| 
os | 
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& nerp 
fecrefull upon the water, he ſy:ke 
ne ver a wozd till hee had got tafe 


Ferry+b and bear: 
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e. [oder, and then ſitting himſelle 
d do wne upon the farther ſhoje , and 
a fetching a great ſigh , he ſaꝝd, now 
what a blockif and ſenceleſſe kole 
am J, foz ff J had herne dzown' d 
in the river, how miſerably would 
my father have beaten me - 
Upon a time being in place 
where a deboiſt gallant tame in, 
whoſe onely falke was of his Gen⸗ 
try, and from what a noble houſe 
he was defcended , Will Summers 
| ſeing him to bzave in woꝛds, and 
po ze in habite, ſaid unto. him, what 
a cople is heere with talking of 
Gentry and Kobiltty⸗ J voe not 
think but iſthe truth were known, 
dur Pillers ho2\s is the better 
gentleman of the two; foz pou ſhal 
never l him goe abꝛoad without 
a man to waite upon him. 
Another time a Piller having a⸗ 
buſed him, hee told him, that hee 
thought there was nothing that he 
could imagine, was moe valiant 
than the coller of a Pillers ſhirt: 
* who 
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who asking bim what reatonhe a 
had to thinke ſo - made pꝛeſent an- 
ſwer, marry becauſe every moz⸗ 
ning it hath a theeke by the neck, 
Upon a time being very ſicke &j 
weake by reaſon of a Feaver that 
had long troubled him, a neigh⸗ 
bour comming to give him ſome! 
wholeſome. ghoſti» counſell bad! 
him be of good comtfozt , and fol 
him, that if he were taken out of 
this vaine tranſitozy wozld, hee 
ſhould. bee immedie fely taken up, 
and carried up info Paradiſe : who 
anſwered him that he was clad of 
that with all His heart: foz ifthe 
way to Paradiſe were any part of 
ifupthe hill, he was never able to 
travell thither on foot, his legges 
were ſo weake and ſo feeble, 
Ona time Will Summers wan - 
ting money , and having neither 
money noz credit, knew not what 
to doe: at length bethinking with 
himſel fe ho w fo get ſome copne, it 
being Summer time, he goes into 
a hollow 


k 
f 


& 1a hollow free, and there gets a 
great deale of the powder oꝛ duſt of 
the tree, and laps t5 up in little pas 
pers like to Tobacco, and rides 
unto a Towne where hee was not 
knowne ; and it being a market⸗ 
day, opened a bor which he had be- 
foze him, wherein were all theſe 
papers full of this powder , and 
there with a loud voice cryes out, 
bupa Tozmentoz fo2 Fleas, buy 
a tozmentoz ok Fleas : the people 

at that ſeaſon being much troubled 
with fleas, bought every one t wo 
penny wozth, and asked him haw 
they ſhould uſe ff : Thus ſatd hee; 

] ffrowit on the ſheets hekoze you 

! noe fo bed, and J will warranf 

1 pou, it will toꝛment and kill them 

all. So in a ſhoꝛt ſpece Will Sum- 

! mers had ſold all, and had got ſfoze 
of money, and went away merrily 

fo his father*houſe. So the next 

market day following, he wanting 
moze monep, went againe with 
moze of the fame powder, and 

13 2 tooks 
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tooke money enough; and ſom? of 
thoſe which had fozmerly bought 
the powder ofhim , told him that 
it did no good, but rather dim. 
bed them of their flieps, no2 din 
it kill the Fleas: Then ſapd Wille 
Summers, pou did not as 3 toldÞ 
pou ; yes indeed, we did ſtro b it in\l* 
the bed Ep butſaid Will Summers, 9 
yon ſhould have had a little ſticke 
in one hand, and with the other ſa 
hand have caught them by the nap l 
of the necke, and ſo have thzuſt C 
it downe their thzoats , and that 
will ſo tozment them, that they . 
will never trouble pon againe. So 
they bought mee ok the fame 
powder, and went home, and 
thanked him heartily, without a⸗ 
ny ſuſpic ion of his knavery and de⸗ 
ceit therein. 


Above all things, Will Summers 
could not endure the lye, and if 
any man told him that hee ly'd, 
bs would be ſure to ſtrike him with | 

the 
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the nert thing that came inte his 
ztHand. It ſo happened, that hee 
telling a Tale acco2ding to his 
-.faſhfon , one that ffood by, and 
diheard him, ſayd unto him, Nap 
that (William) J hold to bee an 185 
dEacrant lpe, at which he growing 
nito a pelting chafe, ſnatcht up a 
„gd cudgell, and came towards 
eſhim, holding it over his head, and 
asked him why hee gave him the 
z41ye - the other knowing his ſud- 
kdenneſſe, and that he was but a 
t wozd and a blow, denyd his 
woꝛds, and ſayd, he ſayd no ſuch 
thing: Ey but ſaid hee, thon didit; 
but ſaid the other, J did not: he 
ill urg'd ff, and the other de: 
Iny'd if ſo long, that at length he 
, *b2ake out, and ſapd, thou lpeſt in 

thy thzoate, and in thy guts, to 

ſay that J offered fo give thee 
the lye, at which woꝛd he flung 
{away his cudgell, and ſayd, that 

wozd hath given me ſaftsfact- 

on: It was well that thou didit not 
B 3 ſay 


: 
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ſap J ly'd, foz if thou hadſt, 3 
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would not have left veating thee 
whilſt thou hadſt had one whole 
bone in thy skinne. | 

To one that had t wo childzen 
at one birth, Will Summers came 
and told him, that Hee had the 
meft honeſt and kaithfulleſt wite 
of any man that was tn the 
whole pariſh,he demanding where⸗ 
in wherein ſaith he 2 Why the 
hath brought the two childzen 
at once, and hath gtven them 
both unfo thee ; when, if ſhe bad 
not beene tuſt and honeſt , ſhee 
might have conceal d the one of | 
them. and kept it to her ſelfe. 

His Father upon atime ſent 
him unfo the Yozſe-market with 
a Nanne fo ſell, now when her 
came fo the place where the chap- 
men reſozted, and every one rid 
his hozſe. to and fro , to make 
them the mo2e credible, he tyed 


his ho2ſe in a coꝛner, andſate him 
downe cloſe by him : At length 
one 
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one ſpying the Nagge, and ſceing 
him tobe a very like beaff, and 
thinking him to be the ſeller, be- 
{cauſe he ſatcſonearehim, hee af- 
ked him What bufineſſe hee had 
there - who anſwered, J cannot q 
tell; hee asked him Whoſe hoſe pr 
that was - hee anſwered, his that 
would buy him: ſapd the other, | 
Thou canſt not ſell him by ſitting 
here ; then (anfwered he) J will 8 
keepe him, and carry him awap: 
hee asked hien il he were ſound of 
winde and limbe, ſare ff he were, | 
reply'd hee againe, J thinke | 
| my Father is not ſuch afvle as , 
to part with him. The chap: . 
man perceiving his ſimplicity. i⸗ 
magined it to bee free fror all 
deceit and cunning, bargatned 
fo him, and bought him | 
ee being eaüng his body and 
cisſe at his buüneſſe, one that 
knew him paſſing by, cail'd fo 
him, and ſayd aloud, Well ſaid 
Wul, J ſee thou art doing that 
: 1 4 which 
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which no man can do fo; thee :wh6 KH 
ant werd, J do not deſire it, ſo: J am 
old enough to doe it fo2 myſelfe: 
The other replyed, Indeed it is 
that which no body can be without; 
to whom (having made an end af 
what he was doing, 4 riſing with- 
all he faid, Nay that is not ſs , foz 
tan be without it now,. and if pou 
like it you may take it fo2 your la⸗ 
bour. 
His Father ſending him into the 
Countrey upon ſome buſineſſe, be- 
ing henightes by the wayhe light 
upon a Cottage, where by much in⸗ 
tzcaty he got ſhelfer; but the houſe } 
affoo ding no ſpare bed „ hee was 
fozc't to make ſhttt and Iye in an 
| | out houſe where was a Hay loft: 
| Now the man having a Cow that 
had newly calved, had laid it there 
fo2 warmth ſake, in which WII 
lad himſelte cloſe by it, not percei⸗ 
ving that any ſuch thing was there. 
In the night hee had a terrible 
dreame, ko: hee thought hee had a 
great 
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reat ſwelling in his belly, which 
Troubled him very ſo2e, and that in 
he end he was delivered ofa Calte; 
Now at the bꝛeake of dap wa⸗ 
ing, and finding the young Caltfe 
ſoneare him, p2eſently appꝛehen⸗ | 
ded that his dꝛeame was true, and 
fearing left it would come to light, | 
he pzefently gotup,and taking his 
ſu ppoled birth in his armes, caſt it | 
into adifch,and dzowned it, run- 1 
ning away homeward as kaſt as | 
his legges were able to carry 
him. 
His Father nat being well, ſent 
him with his Urine to have ſome 
Counſaile from the Doqoz, wha 
knocking at his doo2e, and the 
Phyſitian opening unto him, hee 
! p2eſcnted him the Urinall, who as 
hc tooke it from his hand, asked 
him withal from whence he came; 
to whom he madganſwer , Jhope 
pour To: thip is wile enough te 
finde that in the Mater. 
Being asted by one, why a dog, 
when 
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when he made water fill liffed up 
his legge⸗ he anſwered, Fo2 man-. 
ners ſake , and lcft hee ſhould be 
pille his ffockings. 
Upon a time being where hee 
wanted a bed, and fo2 necelsittes 
ſake, was fort if to lye all the night 
on the bare boards, where he tooke 
very bad reſt, toſsing and tum⸗ 
bling from one ſide to another, by 
reaſon of his hard lodging; when 
rouling himlelte in the mozning, E 
complaining ok an ach in his bones, 
and cafting his eye downe upon 
the flowze, and ſpying a feather 
on the ground, on which he perc ei⸗ 
ved hee had laine all that night; 
fetching a great ſigh;hs ſaid Now 
alas , how much doe A pitfy rich 
men, what reſt can they take lying 
upon ſuch vartety, and choyſe of 
ſeat her⸗beds⸗ when I — but 
one poo2e feather under me, he ve 
beene | thus miſcrably tozmen- 
ted. 
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of Will Summers. 
Up; 


n- bis Jefts which paſt from him in 
e be Countrey fo2 ſtupid and flm⸗ 
ple, others witty and wile, inſlo⸗ 
e| uch, it could not be eaſily gheſt 
to which his conſtitution was moſt 
t inclined: but al wales hee abdozred | 
e fall naſtineſſe : keeping himſelſe * 
" I very handſome and cleanly; inſo⸗ 
much, that from the Countrep his 
fame ſpꝛead as farre as the Court, 
and came to the care of the King, 
who ſent foz him to ſce and talk / 
with him. ts 
Divers are the demeanours and 
/ diſpoſitions of thoſe which we call 
fooles and tdeots ; ſome are of a | 
| ſullen and dogged nature, others of [1 
a merrp and pleaſant humour: one 
in rainy weather will bee full of 
lpoꝛt and laughter:it you aske him 
' Why- he will tell pou then, when | 
the raine is over, there will come J. 
faire weather, and refoyceto thinke ul 
upon it: æ when the raine is over, „ 
A fafre weather comes, he will be 
ſad and doping demand the 
cauſe 
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cauſe, that when p faire weather is 
over, the foule will come againe: J 
have knowne another offuch a con⸗ 
fradf&02y ſpirit, that whatſoever 
vou intreated him to doe. he would 
be dogeerd and deny it; but that you 
warn him to fo2bearc, 5 he would 
do though he were ſure to be ſounds 
Ly dfſc{plind fo2 his paines;but this 
Wl Smimers was of an caſte na- 
ture, t f-4:t2ble diſpoſition, who af- 
ter he gan found the (athfons of the 
Court and tride d humour of the . 
co:npiide ſo well With both, that he 
gained not onelp great grace and 
favour from his Mate ſty, but a ge⸗ 
nerall love froni the Nobiltty : fo; 
he was no carry⸗tale, noꝛ whiſpe⸗ 
rer, no; flattering inſinuater, fo 
bꝛeed diſcozd and dillention, but 
an honeſt platine downe-ricghf, 
that would ſpealie home without 
halting, æ tell the truth of purpoſs 
to cha me the divel, ſa that his plain⸗ 
nefſe-mirt with a kinde of rice. 
onſnes,t tartnes with pleaſantnes, 
< / ox made 
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g of Will Summers. | 
we him very acceptable into the 


panies of all men. | 
N told vou he was ſent foz to the 


is ; 
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Tourt ; and 8 ap £0 Lo >ndon 
with his cloathes at his hack & paſ- 


ing though one of the Innes of 
Court, 


1 —— ap On 


demanded ot one that was with 


were Lawyers : Lawyers, ſaith 


Citp. 
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Court in the height of the Terme, 
hee obſerved a great company of y 
gentlemen in their gownes, and}, 


him, ok what calling oz pꝛokeſsion 
they were, who told him they 


be- indeede; foz their ſakes J am 
ſozry foz the whole- City: Mhy⸗ 
replyed the other, marrv, ſaith he, 
becauſe we have but one Lawyer 
in the ſhiers where J live, and he 
hath undone the whole Countrep; 
now they having ſo many here, 
J am creatly affratd, that in ſhot 

ſpace thep will undoe the whole 


Well to the Court hee was 
bꝛought, and had admittance into 
the pzeſence of the King, but 
what conference they had together, 
is beyond mee, in regard that J 
was not then pꝛeſent: and to dif- 
terne the King the better, he put en 
a paire of Spectacles ; and being, 


asked the reaſon, lald » Yee ** 
re 


of Will Summers. | 


| is 
fre every common man with h 
c > bers ſee the King he 9 
d hut them on. But ſome ſap, tha 


E 


- 2 


Asses »\ 


U 


* 
II T 
Ulf | 


IL . 4 
>, bu *, 
* 2 IL 
% 
r 


2 
SS 


770 Dy N 


NM 


I 


Wa 


CS +» & #3 


W I 
% E 


« FI ' 


_rlllll 


A 


D == 7 
.- = 
; - — _— + | W 
eee © 


ee asked him how many lege 
Mutton had? who anſwered him 


t bim, how hee 
two: againe he askt 0 1 
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could make that good - he replyed 
that he had heard in the Counfrey,! 
bow theepe had foure legges, but 
deiing ktid, and then call da mut 
ton, it had onely two legges, and 
two ſhoulders. He nert deman- 
ded ofhtm, (he being a foole) whe⸗ | 
ther he were capable to inherit any} 
land / who anſwered him againe, 
that hee thought he might: The 
King demanded his reaſon - mar - 
ry ſaith hee, my Father being a 
wiſe man, begat me a foole; noſo 
why may not J (being a fooie) be: 
get a wiſe chiloe to fnherite my 
land. it J had any: with ſuch and 
the like queſtions the King made 
tryall ot him, and pꝛeſently enter⸗ 
| taiu d him both into his grace and 
livery, and now who but Will 
| Summers the Kings foole » who had | 
| got ſuch an intereſt in him by rea: | 
ſon of his quick & facetious Jeſts, 
that he could have admittance into 
his Paieſties chamber, and have 
his eare, when a great noble man, | 
my; 
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nap, a pꝛivy Counceller could not 
bee ſaffered to ſpeake with him: 
and further , ff the King were ans 
gry, oz diſpleaſed with any thing 
if no man elſe durſt demand the 
cauſe of his diſcontent, then was 
Will Summers pꝛobided with one 
pleaſant conceit oꝛ another, fo take 
off the edge of his diſpleaſure: but 
from the gencrall, Jcome to ſome 
particulars ot his Jefts , oz merry 
conceits. | 

The King upon a time riding 
upon his pꝛogreſſe with his No- 
bles, and the Cardinall Wolſey, 
paſt by a place, where (itſeemeth) 
hee had a Piftreſſle, which Will 
Summers well knew, the King 
being diſpoſed tobe merry, asked 
him if he could rime e Rime my 
1iege ſaith he⸗ that I can, fo2 I 
have in me much moze Rime than 
Reaſon : Then repl ped he againe, 
looke up towards that Turret, and 
anſwer to me in rime what J all 


tell thee, and began thus: 
C Within 
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Within yon Tower 
There is a flower, 
That hath my heart. ; 
To whom Will Summers inſtant⸗ 
ly reply'd, 
Within this hower 
She piſt full ſower, 
And let a fart, 

Which the Ring laughed at ex- 
ceedingaly ; then the Cardinall . 
. would needs rime with him, e thin⸗ 
| king thereby fo have daunted him ;. 

| foz his bold anſwer fo the King, be⸗ 
gan, Come William, what ſay you 
to this Rtme 5 
A rod in the ſchoole 
And a whip for a foole, 
| Is alwayes in ſeaſon. 
| Then anſwered Will Summers, 
f A A Halter and a Rope 
6 5 For him that would be Pope 
| Againſt all right and reaſon, 
Whish the Cardinall hearing, bit 
his lip; foz at that time there was 
ſome ſpeech that the Cardinall did 
aime at it. Theſe homely Jenas 


Might 
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might paſſe in thoſe dapes, though 
the refinedneſſe oftheſe our times 
ill neither admit ſuch courſneſſe 
o language, no) ſuch boldneſſe 
ith Pzinces. 

Nap, in thoſe times, as they 
were bold in their language, ſo off- 
times they would not make it a 
thing ſqueamich, to bee ſomewhat 
| p20phane : foz the Pꝛoverb being 

then on foot , That there were three 
| ſeverall Triidus that could never be free 
from Felony, namely, Weavers, Mil- 
lers, and Taylers. The King as ep 
is foole wh ought of 
ers - Ok rs ſaith he 7 
will tell pour Pateſtp; J help 
them to bee a kinne fo the bleed 
Virgin : Pour reafon ſaith the 
\ King 2 marry anſwered he, J ſhall 
tell you; che above all colours pꝛe⸗ 
ferrefh white veſture, as betoken⸗ 
ing purity , finceritp, and chaſtity ; 
and in that they alſo ftrive to imi⸗ 
tate her; koꝛ you ſhall never meete 


a Piller but in a white and mealy 
C 2 . ; 
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habite : next, as ſhe was befoze the 

birth a Uirgin, in the birth a Uir⸗ 
gin, and after the birth a Virgin. ö 
ſo a 
Theefe , in his Pill a Theefe, and 
behind his Pill a Theefe : but 

theſe woꝛds, though they be potvt⸗ 


ticall fog wiſe men. 

It was a cuſtome in thoſe daxes 
that no man ſhould be admitted in. 
to the Kings guard, but ſuch as 
were tall ſtatur d, well keatur d, 

rong men, and 1 Now ff 
1 th 1 f * being 
mpty, to alloy the — 
divers Noble-mer had pzeferr'd 
ſome of — ſervants, and p2e- 
ſenfed them unfo the King; ( Will 
Summers then ſtanding by) ſaith 
one of them, See my Wiege, this 
man is no coward, fozhe hath re⸗ 
cetved this hurt in his face : And 
fatth another , and this my man 
bath had ſach and ſach cuts fn the 
legge: ſaith the third, and — 
ath 


Piller is befoze his Mill a 


ledg d fo fooles , ars not authen-y 
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bath had ſo many dangerous 
wounds in the body, and withall 
7 cauſed them fo ſhew their skarres 

which were apparant ; which the 
Pzince obſerving, and es the 
Pꝛoverb goeth, King Harry loy'd 
a man, hee was willing to recetve | 
them into the band; but betoze hee 1 
would entertaine them, he asked 

Will Summers what he thought of 
theſe ſtout and tall fellows » who 

anf wered hem againe, that her 
thought them not fit fo; his ſervice: 

the King demanding his reaſon, 

marry ſaith he, J ſ& theſe men have 
indeed bene hurt, and mangled, 
and have their mends fn their 
owne hands : but J would have / 
the to ſend out, and make inquiry 
fo; the men that gave them theſe 


wounds; fo2 in my minde, thep of . 
the two (it thou ſhouldſt ffand in 4 
need of them) are the fitteſt fo; 
thy ſervice. 


One asking Will Summers why 
the beſt and richeſt WBenefices were 
C 3 ko 


=O 


The Lite and Death 


loz the moſt part, conferr'd on the 8: 
moſt un wozthy and unlearned 
men ⸗ he made anſwer , Doe not 
pou obſerve dayly, that upon the . 
moſt weake and po zelt Jades are 
layd the greateſt burdens, and up⸗ 
on the beft and ſwiffeft hoꝛſes pla⸗ 
ced the youngeſt and lighteſt Gal⸗ 
lants - ; 
Upon a time paſing by a very 
hard favour'd wench he ſatd to one 
in his company, And is not that a 
F very vatnty fine createre - which 
the Laſſe over-heartng and know- 
ing the wa: flouted , made anſiver 
againe, Thou maiſt walke farre 
enough beloꝛe thou ſhalt heare any 
one ſap ſo much by thee. Nay re⸗ 
| plv d he, that J neede not, if any 
| man be diſpoſed tofell aslewd a 
| lye of me, as 3 did of thœ. 
| Will Summers comming into a 
Chappell of the Fryar Minors, he 
ſaw Saint Francis painted in a ve⸗ 
ry faire table, ſitting in the midſt 
of foure grave and reverend Do- 
«02s ; 
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928 ; who pzeſently call'd fo a 
Fryar , and demanded of him what 
int Francis, being a lap-man,any 
Scholler at all, made in that 
ice, diſputing amongſt the Do, 
0282 The Fryar replyed unto 
im againe, why I fell thee thou 
mozant fellow, that this Saint 
rancis was the greateſt Doctoz 
Imonalt them all: who anſwered, 
e thinks that carrieth with it 
very ſmall appearance, of truth, 
that the Fryar Minors, (which is 
the leaſt Fryars , 02 the Fryars of 
the leſſe oꝛder) ſhould have the 
greateſt Scholler 82 Doctoz to be 
their Founder 02 Patron. 

Vis cuſfome was (by the Kings 
command ) to keepe a Catalogue 
oz d Regiſter ok all their names in 
o2 about the Court, who had com; 
mitted any notoꝛious folly, oz ridf- 
culous ad wozthy iuſt taxation oz 
laughter, and once ina quarter of 
a yeere to bzing unfo the Bing a 
particular, oz liſt of their names: 

C 4 It 
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It ſo happened, that a traveller and 
ſtranger comming from beyond 5 
Seas, tickled the King tn the head 
with divers Dpanith Jennets, of 
which, if his Patefty wou d furniſh 
bim with a certaine ſum of money, 
hs would not onely furniſh his ſta⸗ 
bles,but bis whole Counfrie (in 
ſhoꝛt time) with their bzoode ; and 
pꝛe vailed fo far, that he had a ooo 
pound paid him out ol the Exche⸗ 
guer to that purpoſe , and ſo fooke 
bis leave ofthe King: Some two 
Moneths akte r being to deliver up 
his Regiſter, his Maieſty found 
his o wne name lyſted amongſt the 
reſt of the fooles: at which being 
on the ſuddaine very angry, and af: 
ked him why hee durſt be ſo ſaw⸗ 
cy, to ranke him in the num⸗ 
ber of the others ridiculous fo 
their kollie⸗ Who anſwered him 
againe: Parry Harry J doc it not 
without good cauſe, (replide hee) 
foz here came a ſtranger (no man 
knowes from whence) into thy 

Court, 
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and Fourt, and hath made thee beleeve 
d pee will bzing thee hozſes over; 
ad gut when canft thou tell? Now, 


——CCC — — 


q: ſects with ſo much money- to 1 
n whom the Bing replyed ; Ep, but 
d what wilt thou ſay, ik hee come o⸗ 
ver iuſt at the day appoynted, and 


Ibꝛing me over ſo many Jennets as 
> dhe p2omiſed - What wilt J ſay - 
(ſaith Will) marry Jle fell thee 
Harry; when IJ ſee this done, J 
will make no mo2e adoe , but faire 
and flatly q uite race out thy name, 


and put in his; and then hee, and [1 
not thee, thall ftand a foole upon 7 
reco2d, | þ 
In Bing Henry the eights dapes, | 
there was great poaſting to and 


frofo2 Roome: foz the Cardinall } 
Woolſey had much buſineſſe with 
the Pope : Now the Cardinall had 
a naturall foole to make him mer- 
rp, which was called Patch; which 
Foole 
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Fool loved Wil Süũmers exteeding l, 
ly ;48 you may behold him,ſavingll; 
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Will Summers loved him oneip to; 
his owne ends; and being come to 
the Cardinals houſe, Patch the 


Cars 
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Cardinals foole , willing to give 
Shis conſen Will entertainment at 5 
This Lo20s houſe, pꝛevailed fo farrs 
with him, as to have him to the ſel- | 
ler, whichwas the innermoſt. oz pꝛi⸗ | 
vate ſeller, intending to dzink fome 
Wine, and foz further love and 
courteſig, would b2oach a freſh 
Hogs:head of Wine foz his Con- | 
zen; and having pterc t one oz two | 
Mogs heads, nothing came out, and 
pet was very heavy, went to ano« 
ther, and ſo tryde halfe a ſcoze ;at 
length Will Summers with a 
Hammer that lap by, ſtrikes the | 
head ot one ofthe Hogs-heads out, | 
and there appeared nothing but 
Gold: Now Will Summers he ſaith 
nothing , but when he came to the | 
Court, tels the King What a Sel- 4 
ler of Wines bee had beene in at | 
the Cardinalls ; and that his ſeller 
peelded no ſuch Wines, oz ere 
would: How, fates the Ring, have 
not Jno ſuch Mines in mp Del- 
ler⸗ no indeed, ſaid Will, foz there 

is 
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ts nerera Hogs head in the Car 
-dinals ſeller, but is wozth fe 


thoufand pounds, and better: Mo⸗ 


t eee. eee 
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i ſuch ine that J never heard 
of ; ten thouſand pounds a Yogs- 
1 head⸗ 
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I head? nap, rather moze than leſfe; 
Come Dirrah,faies the King, fell 
% mes your meaning, foz J know 
there is ſomething elſe in it; tell 
me, oz J will hang thee; then Will 


fold the King how his couzen 


Patch, the Card inals foole, bꝛought 
him tpto his ſeller to d2inke 
Wine, and bꝛoached two oz thzee 
Yogs-heads , and no Wine came 
fozth ; ſo at length hee burft open 
the head ol one of the Yogs-heads, 
and that was full of Gold, and ſo 
was the nert to that, and fo2ty 
moze which hee ſaw; whereupon 
the Ring, ha ving fozmerly taken a 
diſta ſte at the Cardinall, p2eſent- 
ly ſends Meſſengers and other of- 
ficers to the Cardinals ſeller , and 
there findes 150 Hogs heads of 
good gold uhtch was con ighed 
to the Exchequer, which money 
was welcome fo the Eing , fog af 
that ti ne the King hay creat neede 
ortt : Now the Cardin. il We 


of this lad foztunc , kell ficke 
Ars 
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Aſher in Surry, an d makes friends 
fo the King fo pacifie him, and 
withall he ſent Patch his foole fo be 
his ſervant ; which Patch bearing, | 
fell a crying, and would by ns 
meanes have gone from him, till 
the Cardinall was fo2ced fo com⸗ 
mand fire ot his talleſt emen to 
to conduct him fo the King, where 
they receives him gladly : Then BY 
Will Summers ſhewed his new 5 
Cou zen the Court, and divers o⸗ 
ther offices, which pleaſed Patch 
verp well; and they both giving 
attendance. 

\ The Bing at that time having 
an Embaſsfe to ſend to Rome, al- 
ked Will whether hs had a minde 
to goe on pilgrimage to Rome, ag 
many of his Subtects frequently 
did- To whom he anſwered, that 
ok all the places in the Moꝛld, hee 
bad no minde to fravaile thither: 
the Kina demanded his reaſon 
why - hee made anſwer , marry 


Harry becauſe the old Pzoverbe ts 
| new: 
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ewly come into my minde, and 
hat is this; The firft time after 
bat a man hath beene at Rome, 
returned from thence , hee is 
thought to be a knave ; the ſecond 
time he is pꝛoved to be a knave ; 
but the third time he is knowne to 
bee boch a knave and an tim 
poſter. 

Going over with the King fo 
Bulleine, hee had compleat armour 
made foz him, from head fo foote ; 
which is to bee ſeene within the 
Tower at London: And the wea* 
ther being rough and fempeſtuons, 
hee never having beene on fhfp- 
booga befoze, beganne fo be very 
fearefull of the Sea, and calling foz 
a peece of the ſalteſt Berte they 
had, beganne fo eate it befo2e the 

King very greedilp; who asking 

him, why hee cate ſach groſſe po w⸗ 

dꝛed meate with ſuch an appetite, 
when there was ſuch ffoze of freſh 
victuals aboard e he made anſwer, 


O blame me not Harry to fill my 
ſcomacke 


n Db. 
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ſtomacke with ſo much ſalt meate 
beloze hand, knowing, it we be caſt 
away, what a deale of water A 
have to dꝛinke after it. 
One thing J had fozgot which he 
{pake to the King at his firſt enter⸗ 
tainment, but better inſerted out 
of coarſe, than altogether intermit⸗ 
ted. His Maieſty after ſbme dif- 
courſe growing into ſome good [f- 
king of htm, ſaid, Fellow, wilf 


thou be my fools e who anſwered 


him acaine , that hee had rather 
fo bee his obne fathers ſtill than 
his: the Bing asking him why - he 
told him againe, that his Father 
had got him a foole foz himſelfe,(ha- 
ving but one wife) and no body 
could tuſtly clatme him from him: 
now you haping had ſo many 


tes and ſtill living in hope fo 


have moe, why, of ſome one of 
them, cannot you get a fooleas he 
did - and ſo pou ſhall be ſure to 
have a foole of pour owne. 


The King being in diſconrſe at 
Table 


La 
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Table with ſome of his Los, 
held an argument, that of ail his 
people in the Kfngdome, whether 


| of the Nobility, Gentrp , oz Cit- 
| fty-merchants, oz Tradeſmen. of 


what faculty oz conditton ſoever, 
he thought the Ruſtick oz Cvcan- 


trey⸗man to be the moſt even and 


plaine dealing, as doing iuſtly and 
equallp alike fs all: To whom 
Will Summers (then ſtanding by) 
ſayd, that he was not of his minde 
Why reaſon Will (ſayd the King ) 
What be they that deale moe faire- 
ly and pꝛo poꝛtionably⸗ marry ſaith 
he,your Bath oz hot houſe-kepers; 
fo; they to poung and vid, po e and 
rich, that come within their charge, 
give equall heate and warmth to 


all alike, without either difference 


0; the leaſt partiality. | 
Upon a time Theeves bꝛeaking 
into his Chamber, and he percct- 
ving them, call'd out unto them, 
and ſaid, J wonder my maſters, 
what you hope to finde here in the 
TD  varke 
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darke night wozth pour ſ#king, 
when J can ſoe nothing in the 
cleare moaning that is wozth my 
keping. 

Another fime lying fn a Gar- 
ret, hee might perceive a fellow 
that had raiſed a long ladder as high 
as his window, and was ready to 
open the caſement, and tome in; 
when he ſaddenly riſing, came to 
the window, and ſafd, my friend, 
thou commeſt foo early, thy beft 
is to ſtay alittie while, foz J am 
not aſleepe pet; which the Theefe 
hearing, thꝛough feare-let goe his 
hold, and had almoſt bꝛoke his 
necke downe the Ladder. 

Now Patch being af Court, e⸗ 
very one had a great deſire to talke 
with him, and would offentimes 
give him Wine ; and hee loved 
ſweete wine erceedingly, and it 
Was as naturall fs him as milke 
foz a Calfe; and having dzanke 
ſomewhat too much, that his ſto⸗ 
mack would not beare it, and fea⸗ 

ring 
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ring to be ſeene, leſt he ſhould have ; 
beene whipt at the Pozters lodge, 
the better to conceale this over- 
fight , runnes to a cloſe ſtoole, and 
opening the top, puts in his head, 
becauſe hee would not be heard to 
vomit; and when hee had eaſed his 
ffomadk , he could not get his head 
out ofthe ſeate : ſo at length he crp- 
ed out, and no body heard him fo; 
the pzeſent , and he not able to en- 
dure the ſmell, irfved to pull his 
head out, which he could not doe; 
but often foꝛcing himſelfe, at 
length pulled the ffoole out, which 
hung about his necke like a band; 
which ſome eſpying brought him 
befoze the King , and told the ſto⸗ 
ry, which made the King laugh 
heartily at his folly. 
In the time ofthe pzoorefſe Will 
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the Yoſt of the honſe fooke it as a 
great orace, that the Bings foole, 
o2 Jeſter, (whether vou pleaſe 
to call him) would” voachſafe to 

D 2 take 
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Summers being billetes in an Inne, | 
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take up his lodging in his houſe , £ 
when ſupper was bꝛought up into 


the Chamber , the Yoſt thinking 
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to collogue with him, (becauſe he 
l had that time a ſuite at the Court, 
1 in which hethought hee * 

1 um 
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bim ſome pleaſure”) beganne to 
finde fault with one thing firſt, and 
then with another, ſaying, the 
Trenchers were not well ſcrapt. 
neither were the Papkings and 
linnen white and cleane enough 
fo2 his wozſhip, and flung 
them downe the ſtaires, and ſaid he 
world fetch better: whoſe backe 
was no ſooner turned, but Will 
Summers tooke the meate that was 
in the platters,diſhes, pots, glaſſes, 
ſfooles and all, and flung them 
downe the ſtaires alter him; at 
which, the Hoſt comming up in a 
great rage, asked him what in the 
Divels name hee meant by that - 
no hurt J aſſure vou mine Moſt, re- 
plyed he; but J ſeeing you caſt 
dowae the Napkins and the fren- 
chers bekoze, J ſent the meate 
and the diſhes after, thinking your 
purpoſe was, wee thould have 

ſupt below. 
Will Summers at one time being 
angry with his Wife , and being 
D 3 come 
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come from Court fome what ear: 
lx, and it being Duammer-time, had 
iu his houſe a very fine Cat, it be- 
ing a Hun; ſhine day, the Cat plaid 
with her ſhadow, and then with 
her taile, running round about 
with her tatile in her mouth, which 
Will Summers his wite ſeeing keil a 
laughing; hee pꝛeſently takes the 
Cat and knocks out her bꝛatnes; 
and being asked the reaſon why he 
did ſo, made this anſwer, Be⸗ 
— his wile ſhould not learne of 
er. | 

Will Summers, befoze hee came 
to London, having gained a good 
repo2t, and being well / beloved a⸗ 
mongſt gentle men foz his merry 
conceits, uſed to come to the 
Tone every tueldap, it being 
a Market day, and divers Gentle: 
men meeting together that day at 
an Ozdnary, which was conſtant⸗ 
ly kept there; Will Summers com: 
ming in, and hear ing that the Ho⸗ 
ſteſſe of the m_ had a Kinſ-wo- 
man 


—_ — 
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man, which was held fo2 a bery 


Witty laſſe , and ſhe likewiſe ha⸗ 


bing a good opinion of her owne 
Mother wit; koz her tongue was 


and ſhe hearing that Will Summers 
was ſuch a notable witty con⸗ 
ceited fellow, tooke time and op- 
poztugity to let him underffand, 
that ſhe had as much in her head 
às ever was in her Grand fathers; 
yet in ſome things ſhes differed 
from the women in thoſe dayes, 
foz their naturall complexion was 
their beauty: now this Butterfly, 
what ſhe wanted by Nature ſhee 
doth repleniſh by Art, as her bores 
ok her white and red dafly can fe- 
ſtiũe. But to come fo the purpoſe, 
Will Summers being come inte 
the Ozdinary amongſt the Gentle- 
men, thꝛowes by his Cote, ſa⸗ 


lutes the Gentlemen, and deſires 


the Da wer to bzing up a pinte ot 
the belt TCharniko. Now Will 
Summers had a. paire of hole on, 

ö D 4 that 
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like a clocke, alwaies wanginn, 
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that koꝛ ſome offence durſt not bee 


ſcene in that hue that ther were 


firſt dy'd in, koꝛ they had chan. 
ged their colour very much, and 
in that manner, that one part ſee- 
med blew, the other greene: The 


'weneh told him, that his 52ec- 


ches being of fo many colours, well 
ſuifed with his condition ; Eand to2 
the antiqutty of them, that they 
micht not be kozgotten wiſhed him 
to let them bee put in pꝛint, and Ge 
would beare the charges : At 
which woꝛds the company laugh⸗ 
ed, and feered af Will Summers; 
and he being much mo ved in his 
minde, that his Hole were now 
called in queſtion, and befo2e his 
kriends and by a maids foo, anſ we- 
red, My my faith Piſtreſſe, ſtd 
Will Summers, thy face is moſt 
damnaple ill painted, How meane 
vou, good William Winter, fatd 
ſhee e Parry thus, y Parthol- 
mew faire Baby, that if it were 
not fo2 pꝛinting and painting, my 

Arſe 
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Arſe would be lozgotten, and thy 
face would want reperations, At 
which wo2ds, thee knowing her 
ſel le guilty bit her lippe, and in a 
pat ret fury went downe the 
ſtaires very haſtily. The gentle 
men laughed at the ſuddaine an- 
ſwer of Wil Summers:and now be- 
ing dinner⸗ time, and the meat up- 
on the Table, the Gentlemen 
would needes have the company 
ok this witty gentle woman to 
dine with them; who being ear- 
neſtly intre ated came up, hoping 
ere dinner was done, to cry guft- 
tance with her kriend William: 
and when they had placed her, they 
would needes have Will Summers 
fif next to her, becauſe they did 
imagine they would have a fling 
one at another. Will Summers 
kindly enterfaines her; and be⸗ 
ing ſafe together, and ſometime 
ſpent in eating and d2inking, 
Will Summers having a minde fo 
put a tricke upon her-, * 

er 
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her to reach him the Capon that 
ſtood a little off her, and as thee 
roſe up, and putting out her arme 
und body to reach the dish, Wil- 
liam Summers ſitting next to her, 
yerkes out a huge kart, Which |. 
made ail the company in a maze , le 
one looking upon the other, vet g. 
they knew it came that way. 
Peace Gentlemen, laid Will 
Summers, und whilpered her in the 
ere, J will ſay it was J: Alk 
the company fell into a huge laugh- 
ter, ſhe into a kretting faery, 
bowing ſhee ſhould never fleepe 
qutetly till thee Was revenged of 
ber Countrey-man Will, and fo 
in a great chafe ſhee left their 
29 

Will Summers keeping his Fa⸗ 
thers ſheepe in the Countrey, dia 
uſe to carry a paire otł Cards in his 
pocket, and meeting with boyes 
as good as himſelfe, would fail fo 
cards at the Cambrian game of 


Mhip⸗ her ginny, oz Englich one 
and 


13 1 
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at nd thirty; at which ſpozt he would 
ms dayes looſe a ſheepe o2 two: 
2 which if his father cozrected 
4 tm. hee (in revenge) would 
h rive the ſheepe home at night o- 
ra narrow bꝛidge, where ſome 
” bf them falling beſides the bzidge, 
t ere drowned in the ſwift bzooke, 
l he old man, his kather being wea- 


ted with his ungractous dealing, 
omplayned fo a Juſtice, thinking 


he Juſtice Will Summers was 


ſbzought, where (uſing fmall re⸗ 


verence, and leſſe manners) the 
Juffice ſaid to him, Sirrah, you 
are a notable villaine, pou play 
at cards, and looſe pour Fathers 
ſheepe at one and thirty. Will Sum- 


lye quoth the Juſtice , you ſaucy 
knave , doeſt thou give me the 


lye - No, quoth Will Summers, 1 


nave not you the lye, but you told 
me the lye, foz J never loſt weer 
a 


T mers replped, that it was a lye: A 
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at one and thirty, foz, when m 
game was one and thirty J alm 
wates wonne. Indeed ſaid than 
Juffice, thou lapſt true: but. Ice 
have another accuſation againff p 
thee, which is, that you dzib 
pour fathers ſheepe over a narro 
b:idge , where ſome of them are! 
oftentimes dꝛowned: That's a ly 
too quoth Will Summers, faq thoſe| 
that goe over the Bꝛidge are well 
enough, tt's onely thoſe that fal 
beſide, which are dꝛowaed: where⸗ 
to the Juſtice ſapd to Will Sum- 
mers father, Old man, thou haſt 
bꝛought in two falſe accuſations a- 
ga inſt thy ſonne, fo2 he ne ver loſt 
ſheepe at one and thirty, noꝛ were 
there ever any dzo wned that went 


over the bꝛidge. 


Upon a time Will Summers ſee⸗ 
ing a decayed Gentleman in a very 
thꝛed⸗ bare cloake , ſaid to him, Dir 
pou havea very watchkull cloake 
on: Why ſapd the pooze Gentle: 

man- 
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al man ⸗ the other anſwered, J bos 
N not thinke it had a good nap this 
Iſeven peeres: fhe Gentleman re⸗ 
plped, and true ly fir me thinkes 
you want a nap as well as my 
tloake, foz you talke idlely * 
want of deere. 


. Upona feffivall day Will Sum- 
mers began to have a veine of 
mirth, and being in the Court- 
yard walking with divers Gentle 
men, hee eſpyed a little Gentle 
man, being of a very low ſtature, 
and woze a bzoad bzim'd Mat, 

which hee pꝛelently tells to one bf 
his friends , ſaying, ik that Gen⸗ 
fleman had but ſuch another Mat 
at his feete, he might be ſerved ap (| 
to the Kings Table as betweene 

two diſhes, 


The King tooke great delight 
in Will Summers, foz hee could 
make ſuch anticke faces, and ſo 
change his countenance as 3 li⸗ 

ed; 
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ſed ; foz when at any time ther. 
King was ſet at dinner, Willf.0 
Summers would but put in his head!” 
and face betweene the hangings, 
in ſuch a manner, that it would 
make the Ring laugh heartily, and 
then hee would come up to the 
Kings table in ſuch a roljing and 
innocent poſture, in holding his 
hands, and ſetting his epes, that it 
ou deſcribing , unlefſe ons ſaw 
m. 


Infinite were the Jeſts and 
witty anſwers of this Will Sum- 
mers, which would as ke a longer 
Relation than this Tractate 
well affoo zds, ſparing the reſt 
foz a ſecond part, if t his foʒ mer be 
by the Courteous Reader well 
accepted, concluding with that 
3 hee ſpake upon bis death⸗ 

ed. 


jt 


When hee lap dꝛawing a neere 


anto his end, a Fryar, who was 
his 
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heble ghoſtly father, comming to 
ill tonteſte im ol his uns, he began to 
ra mine what eſtate hee had in 


K f 
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poſſeſuon, and to whom his pur⸗ 
poſe was to leave it⸗ To whom he 


made anſwer, that he had a _ 
er 


p_ _— om — — —— — —— ay — \ 


The Life and Death 


fer of ſome five hundzed pound, 
which hee had gotten by the favour 
of the Aing, and that he meant 
to leave unto the Pꝛince of the 
wozld. The covefous Fryar 
thinking to have perſwaved him to 
have left if unto thoir covert, began 
fo grow verp angry, and, ſatd,and 


why dosſt thou not rather conferre 
it upon 


us who are mendicants,and 
needy e To whom hee againe re⸗ 
plyed, becauſe J meane fo dye in 
pour Doctrine : foz you teach us, 
that all the goods 4 wealth ofthis 
earth belong to the Pzince and 
Þ3inces ot this wozld, and there⸗ 
foze this my Actton ſhall be accoz: 
ding unto ponr Inſtruction, 
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An Epitaph upon the 


death of 7555 Summers, Fool, 
or leſter to King Henry the 


Eight. 


Tay rade eſſo who lies here; j 
| 81 tell thee, neither Lord nor Peere : : 
No Knight, no Gentleman of note, 
That boaſts him of his ancient coate, 

W hich Heralds curiouſly emblazon, 
by men{ well skild therein to, gare oh 
Know chen, that this was no ſuch man. 

And lle expreſſe him 8s [ cans... | 


He that beneath this Tombeſtone lies, 
Some cal'd a fool: -fone held him e: 
For which, ho better proofe can bring, 
Than to be tavoured by a King? 

And yet againe we ma mii · doubt im, 


«A King hath alwaies m_ about um-. 
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e more Ideot than che reſt; . 
we a guarded'cbar can jeſt? 
Or 2 wiſedomes honour gaint; 
That i FA all bravery, and no braine? 
Sure no ſuah wit true ly bred, 
Tech Habite l * the head. 

Bux whether he was foole or aue, 
Hen lies fleeping i m his grave ; 
Who never in his life found mateh, 
Valefle che Cardinals frolescald Patch: 
Of whom, ſome Courtiers,who did ſee 
Them two alone gh. ſay Me three: 
And t' may be fear d, it is a phraiſe 
That may be as d (till in theſe daies. 


=Y 


Well more of Pit im what ſhould I lay? | 


Both fooles and wiſes men turne to day; 
And this1s all we have to truſt, 

That there*sno difference in cheiy duſt, 
Reſt quiet then beneath this ſtone, 
To whom late Archer was à drone. 


Sealtorum plenaſwnt omnia. 
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| Remarkable paſſages in 


which will Summer} tooke 
. notice of, 
4 Fd the firſf was of that 
E font Pitat Andrew Barton, & 
Vs cottiſh Gentleman; which the 
Ving hearing of, being in his pꝛo⸗ 
greſſe at Leiceſter, and withall 
knowing what fpoyle he had done, 
having rokbed every Nation, and 
ffopped the. Kings ſtreames, that 
no Merchant, almoſt, could paſſe 
without a ffrong Convoy : and at 
that time: the Bing of Scots had 
Marre with the Portugals, and 
under that pzetence, when ha 
tooke our Englich Perchants 
ſhips and goods hee bare them in 
hand that they were Portugals 
Suede] and thus he robbedat eve- 
ry Yavens'motith. ' The King 
2 190] E 3 diſplea⸗ 


King Heary the Eights time, 
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Remarkable 3 in 


ſent Sir Ed- 
020 high Ad⸗ 


*. rd, tht 


| Mays 


mirall of England: the L020 Tho- 
Beire to 


mas Howard „Sonne and 
the Earle of Surrey, and lohn 

Hopton tu the Dea, which, made 
ready two ſhips, imd being at ſea, 
by poor of fouls weather and a 
ſunda ine tome were ſepata 
The od Howard lping in 
Downes; and hearing that Andrew 
Barton mas within n few teagues, i 
and that he was making towards 
Scotland; having the oppeztunity 
ol a god winde, hoyted his ſayles, 
and chaſed him ſo hard, that her o⸗ 
vertooke him: fo there was a ſoze 
and terrible fight befwirt them. 
Andrew Barton continaally blew 
his whiſtle to encourage his men, 
but at length the Low Howard 
and his companp did fo valianthy 
and fo ftercely continne; : that hg 
cleare ſtrength thay entred tie 
maine decke: The Scots fought 
verp valiantlp * 
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Will Summers llis time. 
but in the concluſion Andrew Bar- 
ton was taken, and ſo ſaʒze woun⸗ 
ded by the ſplinters of the ſhip, 
which a bullet made, that he dp⸗ 
ed there in the pzeſence of the 
202d Howard, and the remnant 
of the Scots were taken with their 
ſhip, called the Lyon. Thus was 
this ſhiptand thee peer ſhip which 
did accompany her, bzought to 
Blackwall the ſecond of i, 
15 20. And thoſe that were taken 
pꝛiloners, Were ſent guarded to 
Lon lon, Where they were kept 
9 pꝛiloners in the Archbiſhop of 

orkes Palate, no w called Wuhite- 
Hall; and then after a while, were 
ſent into Scocland , and there res 
ceived condigne punihnent as 


, Lawrequired. 


999 9 following dyed this 
Thomas Nod Howard, and was 

hononrably interred at Thatford, 
and then after at Freminzham, 
where his body raked, being Frtt 
aba „ and then w2appe © in 
| E 3 Lea wn 
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Remarkable paſſa ges in 
Lean. Alo about that time de⸗ 
ceaſed Sir Thomas Lovell, unight 


of the Garter, at his boule at End- 
field, and wag bur jed at Holy- 


well, anhoufe of Nunnes beides 


E-ndon ; now made an PYoſpitall 
fo2 diſeaſed people ; unto which 
onfe he had beenea gr great Bene⸗ 
dos, not onely in building ot a 
beautifull Chappell , 


ny other goodly buildings, and en⸗ 
do wed the fame with Lands. 
The firſt of September the pere 
following, there was an Embal⸗ 
ſadoz ſent from Clement the ſe- 
venth, being then Pope, which 


bꝛought with him divers pꝛeſents 


but among it them this was one 
which was taken notice ok, 
generally commended of all men 


which beheld it, and that was a 
- Roſe of pure Gold pꝛeſented to 


the Bing at his Pannoꝛ at Wind- 
for. The tree whereon the Roſs 
did (gms to grow, was alſo foz* 

ged 


wherein 
his body was interred, but in ma⸗ 


and N 


TER | | 
Will Summers Bis time 
ged of fine Gold, and w2ouchf 
t | withbzanches , leaves, aud flo. 
ers inamiled, which reſembled 
nafurall Roſes ſet in a pot of gold, 
98 which pot had thzee feete, and ſaps 
posted by thee. ſeverall Anticks: 
h | And in the uppermoſt and largeſt 
Role was a faire Saphyre lope 
pierted che bigneſſe of an Acozne; 
the Tre it ſelfe was of beight 
, halfe an Engliſh 'yard, and in 

“ bzedth a foote. | 

In this yeere 1 525, King Hen- | 
| ry followinghis Hawke, lept o⸗ 
| _ ver a ditch befides the hedging. 
with a pole, which pole when he 
was upon his riſe bzake in ſander, 
ſs that if one of his Foot⸗men had 
not lept ints the water, and lift 
upß his head which was kaſt in the 
mud, hee had there ſurely beene 
dzowned, oz ftifled. 
Ltkewiſe in the ſame peere and 
| in the Moneths ol November; De- 


cember, and January felt ſuch raine, 
that thereof enſued great floods, 
E4 which 
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which deffroyed Cozneefielvs, pa: 
ſures, and aboundance of cattell, 
and other beaſts ; and then was it 
dzy till the twelfth of Aprill, and 


and night till the third of lune the 
peere following whereby cozne 
and other graine failed much in 
the enſuing- yeere ; thats it was 


ſold af firteene ſhillings the 


buſhel] ; ſuch ſcarcityofb2zcad was 


that many Þped foz want thereof : 
The King hearing of this great 
want, ſent of goodneſſe to the Ci⸗ 
ty of London, ofhisowne pꝛo viſi⸗ 
on 660 Nuarters, oꝛ elſe fo one 
weeke there had been little bꝛead. 
Tbe Carts that were appointed 
foz bzin ging in of this cozne from 


Stratford towards London, were 


met by the vulgar fozt at Mile- end, 
fo that the Lozd Matoz and Shes 


the ſame Carts, and p2oviſien, 
amd to (ee them brought to the 
| Mar- 


riffes were fo2ced to eoe and reſcus 
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from that time it rained every dap 


in London, and in all England. 


| 
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Markets appointed, and there fo 
be ſold, and equally diſtributed 


accs2ding to every ones neceſſity: 


And ſhoztly after the Merchants 
of Still- pard in Thames ſtreet, 

bꝛought and pꝛocured from Dansk 
ſuch ſtoze of d heate and Nye. 
that the ſame was ſold better 
cheape ia London, than in any o- 
ther pants ofthe Siugdome of Eng- 
land beſides. 

In the yeere 1880. William 
Tindall having by good aſſiſtance 
and command tranſlated the New 
Te ſtament into Engliſh , and 
cauſed the ſame to bee.-pzinfed be- 
pond the Sea, and by bis Ne- 
phew beter Okes, then a Per⸗ 
chants Facto2 being there -reft- 
dent, many of them were con: 
veyed into England among other 
Merchants goods, and there were 
made ſale of as good merchandize ; 
foz many P2otefſtans-deſtred fo 
have them, but this Tranflation 
was foꝛbidden by the Ring to be n- 
ſed by his ſubie ds. Jn 


Remarkable paſſages in 


In the peare 1533, and in the 
moneth of April, one Richard 
Roſſe, a Cooke, was bopled in a 
of Water in the middle 
of Weſt Smithfield, fo; popſoning 
ofdivers perfons , to the number 
offixteenc, at the Bichop of Ro- 
cheſters plate: amongſt the which 
Benet Curwin, a gentlen#.nof the 
Biſhops was one and the ſaid 
Cooke being full of malice and | 
envy , intended to have popſoned | \ 
the Biſhop htmſelfs ; but he eate 
no bꝛoth that day, whereby he e- 
fcaped : many of the pooze people 
which food at the Bfſhops gate 
fo; reliefe,cate oftheſe pottage, t 
many of them dyed the ſame 
day. 

Jn this yeare, King Henry too 
into his hands the Yoſfpitall of 
Sf. Iames, neare unts Charing 
troſſe, and all the meadowes be⸗ 
longing to the ſame, compounding 
with the Sifters of that honſe; 
and they fo have penſions * 


/ 
Will Summers his time. 
their lives and then builded in the 
rs ofthe ſatd Yoſpitall a good- 
| i Rn, retaining fill tde 
name ok St. ames: he allo inclo⸗ 
ſed u p — rke, with a wall ol bricksz 
now inditferently ſerving to the 
ſald manſton, as alſo to his Palace 
of Wyite-hall, 
An the peare following if was 
enacted by good ad vile and autho⸗ 
a rity, that all Butchers whatlos⸗ 
| | ber, ſhouald' ſell their 'beefe and 


mutton by weight: Beete foz a 
halte penny the pound, and Put⸗ 
fon foz thꝛee farthings; which bes 
ing deviſed foz the great commo- 
difp of the Realme (asff was 
thought ) hath pꝛoved foz other⸗ 
wiſe : fo2 af that time fat Oren 
were ſold foz ſixe and twenty 


ſhillings and eight pence the 


ſhillings and foure pence the 
peece ; fat Calves foz the like 
value; and a tat Lamb foz twelve- 


pence, 
The 


peece ; fat TWeathers foz thzes 


W 


ſeventh dap of September, being |. 
Sumday; 45 Chꝛiſtened on 
the Wedneſoay following in a 
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Remarkable paſſages in 
The Butchers of London folp - | 
penny- peeces of Beele fo the re⸗ 
liefe of the pooze; every peece 
weighed two pound and a halfe; 
ſometimes thꝛe pound foz a pert» 
tp; and thirteene, and ſometime 
ſourteene of theſe  peeces foz 
twelve pence : Putton eight 


7 


pence the -q uarter, andvan hun⸗ 


dzed wei abt sf Weete fog foure 
chillings and eight pence : what 


pꝛice it hath gro wne to ſince, and 


beargs no w, I need not ſet down: 
At this time alfo, and not befoze, 
were fozraine butchers permitted 
fo ſell their fleſh in Leaden-hall 


Market in London. 


In this yeere was 2 neene Eli- 
zabeth'hozne at Greenewich, on the 


molt ſtately manner: the Kjng 


cauſed a Font of Silver to be 
made of purpoſe foz her Chzilt- 


About 


ning. 


| T il gamers his time. 


About the yeere — 
te ürrteenth bay of Auguſt, 
| | Kings fables: at —— 
were by a negligent ſervant let on 
fire by 8 : of old time it 
was called the Mewte, foz that 
the: hamkes were there mewed, 
aud kept; wherein were burned 
many gr. at r 
of Pap and Dates. 11 
The twentieth ol March fol- 
45 lowing , a Partiamont'vetng al⸗ 
ſembled, George Feres Burgeſſe 
foz the Towne ot Plimmouth was 
arreſted in London upon an Exe- 
cutfon ; which the Lower houſe 
of Parltament hearing ot, ſent 
fozth with the Seriant at Armes 
1 Counter, then being in 
||, Bued-ftreeteto tetch him out but 
_ the Clerkes and other Officers 
of the Shzieves. would not velf- 
ver him, till the Sbzieder came 
themſelves, who after ſatisfaction 
given delivered him : Howbeif, 
this matter was ſo taken in the 
| Common- 
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Common · houſe, that d Shzie tes, 

Clerkes, and five. of their Offf- 
ters, with the party plaintiſte, 
were ſent to the Lower, and were 
alter ward delivered by. the ſpea- 
ker andeommon-houſe, and with- 
all had à great checke ; the 


— 51 


* 
2 — — — * 
% : 
* 


Sh3ieves were delivered from ull 
charges, 


extept twenty pounds 
ko; their tees and the loſſs of if the: 
upper garment, which is the 
gentleman Peters fees. FO -: 

The third of Auguſt, at Middle: 
ton, abonnt eleven miles from 
Oxford, a woman bꝛaught fozth a 
dies, trom the Navill upwards, & 
| were fo topned together at the na- 
1 vill, that when they were laid in 
length, the one head and body was 
Eaſt ward, e the other Weff, the 
legges fo both the bodies grew 
out at the midſt where the bodies 
extrements of bath dodtes: 
they liven 18 dayes;thep were of 


the lemale ſex. 
FINIS. 
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